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Don Knapp

2020 Election Questions-Non County Board
On behalf of the McLean County Chamber of Commerce Political Action Committee (PAC) thank you for 
your interest in elected leadership serving constituents in the communities of McLean County.  

Please find our candidate survey attached to this email for the November 3, 2020 general election.  Answers 
must be complete and submitted no later than Friday, July 10, 2020 by 4:00 PM to be eligible for candidate 
interviews slated for late July and early August.  Responses from the survey and interview will be 
considered by the full PAC Board when endorsing candidates and/or providing a financial contribution.

We look forward to getting to know you as a candidate.  If you have any questions about the PAC or our 
endorsement process for this general election, please call Charlie Moore at 309-829-6344.

Best regards,

Meghan O'Neal-Rogozinski
Chairman

Candidate Name
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        If elected, my top priority remains reducing violence caused by the use of illegally obtained firearms in 
McLean County.  When I was appointed State’s Attorney in late 2018, McLean County had already suffered 7 
homicides by the use of illegally obtained firearms and added two thereafter before year’s end.  In 2019, the 
community experienced two homicides by illegally obtained firearms and we just completed the first six 
months of 2020 without a single firearm homicide case.  We have an amazing amount of work to do as 
shots fired incidents are still too high, but we’re trending in the right direction.   
 Another priority remains unwavering support for our diversionary programs intent on keeping non-
violent offenders out of the criminal justice system and linking them with as many community resources as 
possible.  During my time in office, the State’s Attorney’s Office has proudly partnered with others to expand 
the eligibility for programs such as Drug Court.  This allows as many individuals as is both practical and 
safe for the community to take full advantage of diversionary programs.  We have also expanded our use of 
Deferred Prosecution as well as prioritized screening even the most remotely eligible offenders for specialty 
courts such as Mental Health Court or Veterans’ Court.  
 Finally, a third priority of mine is to ensure that proper resources and attention are directed to the 
“other” division of the State’s Attorney’s Office, the Civil Division. This will allow the Civil Division to continue 
to provide sound and expert legal advice to the corporate entity that is the County of McLean so that 
services are provided and commerce can commence in the county as efficiently as possible.  The County of 
McLean is a $100,000,000+ a year entity with 850 FTEs whose work effects matters from school districts to 
restaurant operations to picking up stray animals on the street and everything in between.  During my time 
in the State’s Attorney’s Office, our Civil Division has been fortunate enough to be part of the teams that 
helped bring Rivian and Brandt to town as well as crafted the agreements and worked on the structure and 
documents necessary to bring collaborative efforts such as the County’s mental health initiatives to life.  I 
remain ever vigilant to remember that this ‘transactional’ side of the State’s Attorney’s Office significantly 
impacts an overwhelming majority of our citizens’ quality of life and, as such, must remain a priority of this 
office.     

1. What are your top three priorities if elected?
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          The greatest challenge the office faces is to increase the services provided to residents at a time 
when resources are dwindling due to the State continuously sweeping traditionally local revenues into 
Illinois’ coffers while also foisting unfunded mandate after unfunded mandate on local governments.  This 
affects a vast array of office operations such as the ability to attract and retain quality staff to our capacity 
to maintain adequate technology.   We have met these challenges head on and continue to do so by 
maximizing efficiencies as well as increasing the use of non-tax funded revenue for operations when 
allowable.  For example, we have significantly increased the use of asset-forfeiture funds to update our IT 
infrastructure to ensure prosecutors are provided the technology and assistance needed to zealously 
advocate on behalf of victims of crime.  With the increase in digital evidence from even five years ago, be it 
from body warn cameras, citizens’ and business’s security systems or social media posts of incidents 
relevant to prosecutions of any given case, it is imperative that we have the IT infrastructure in place to 
store, process and use all manner of digital evidence.  The fewer resources we have, the more challenging 
this becomes.

          Hopefully, I have been as accessible to the business community as anyone that has ever held the 
office of State’s Attorney in McLean County and look forward to continuing that trend.  I have been, and will 
continue to be, in regular attendance at every manner of Chamber of Commerce event and am likely the only 
person who has held this office to ever attend the One Voice trip to Washington D.C. with members of our 
business community.  As noted above, my work with the business community on such projects as bringing 
Brandt and Rivian to town is well documented and has allowed me to cultivate significant relationships with 
many within our business community.  I have also presented at Leadership McLean County for the Chamber 
of Commerce which helps increase my interaction with members of the business community.  To remain 
accessible to the business community, I plan to continue to routinely attend Chamber events, provide legal 
support for the project development agreements in which the County is involved and present at events like 
Leadership McLean County if requested by the Chamber to do so.   

2. What is the greatest challenge(s) of this office? How do you propose to address said
challenge(s)?

3. How will you make yourself available to and/or interact with members of the business
community?
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          In a word: absolutely.  The State’s Attorney’s Office plays a significant role in economic development 
in the community in numerous ways.  In no particular order, the State’s Attorney’s Office acts as 
parliamentarian and at times de facto hearing officer for the County’s Zoning Board of Appeals.  Hundreds 
of millions of dollars of projects, such as wind and solar energy projects, begin their siting and approval 
process at the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Since joining the State’s Attorney’s Office in 2014, the County has 
both approved applications for multimillion-dollar projects and denied applications for a few projects 
without litigation being brought by any party.  That evinces an acknowledgment of a fair and equitable 
process which is overseen by the State’s Attorney’s Office.  It is certainly not for this office to determine 
whether to site or not to site a project.  By adequately explaining  a fair process that ensures protection of 
the due process rights of proponents and opponents alike, businesses can plan for their future with the 
certainty of knowing not just the process their project will have to undergo to move toward completion but 
the comfort of knowing it will not be tied up in litigation.   
 Another significant impact the State’s Attorney’s Office has on economic development is assisting our 
law enforcement partners in maintaining a safe and secure community.  We do that in many ways, not the 
least of which is holding those intent on committing a host of offenses accountable for their actions:  be 
they violent offenses, offenses which cause destruction and disruption to the lives of the citizens and 
business owners within the community, driving while intoxicated, or a host of other offenses.     

          I believe the services we provide and our staffing levels are appropriate.  The State’s Attorney’s Office 
has not added an FTE for some time and, in fact, in Budget Year 2015 was budgeted for 49.39 FTEs across 
all divisions which has been reduced to 45.32 FTEs for the 2020 budget -- all the while increasing our duties 
such as assuming the duties as the de facto Risk Manager for the County during that period.   While we can 
always identify additional services we could provide were funding sources unlimited, reality dictates that 
they are not necessitating that we maintain current service levels with flat or reduced funding.  I believe our 
staffing levels are adequate at this time to meet that challenge.

4. Do you believe this office has a role to play in community and/or economic development?

5. Do you feel there are services missing from the office you plan to represent? Alternatively,
are there any that you view as non-essential and could be eliminated?
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Yes

No

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

The McLean County Chamber of Commerce works with the Political Action Committee to help
its membership understand who you are as a candidate and what your policies will be if
elected. We achieve this by sharing your responses with the membership to help increase the
turnout of educated voters.I agree that the McLean County Chamber of Commerce may share
and publish my responses as submitted and as presented, on the McLean County Chamber of
Commerce website www.mcleancochamber.org.
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